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HERITAGE BUILDING UTILISATION — ADAPTIVE RE-USE BREAKFAST SEMINAR 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [12.08 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to advise 
members of this house of the outcomes of the breakfast seminar, “Adaptive re-use: A new future for our past”, 
held on 3 August. This event was organised by the Heritage Council of Western Australia, as one of my 
initiatives, to raise the positive aspects of conservation through use of heritage places. There is a large inventory 
of underutilised state-registered and other heritage buildings in prime locations that provide unique and exciting 
opportunities for development. Members need only cast their eyes down the hill to see how heritage buildings 
are being adapted. They are a key component in a series of multimillion-dollar developments that are revitalising 
the Perth central business district. These developments, and those in Midland, Maylands and Fremantle, and 
even the former grain silos in my electorate of Bunbury, demonstrate how environmental, social and financial 
benefits can be captured by innovative, adaptive re-use projects. However, finding a new use for heritage places 
is not always easy. Many are left to decline and become a problem rather than be considered an opportunity. The 
adaptive re-use breakfast seminar provided an opportunity for owners, developers, planners, state and local 
government agencies and conservation professionals to start a conversation about the potential of adaptive re-
use. About 100 people attended the seminar held at the Midland railway workshops, which itself is an example 
of adaptive re-use, and the feedback has been excellent. 

Keynote speakers Peter Lovell, director of Melbourne-based Lovell Chen Architects and Heritage Consultants, 
and Dominic Snellgrove, director of Cameron Chisholm and Nicol, provided an overview of adaptive re-use and 
the commercial benefits it holds. This is the start of a series of seminars that the Heritage Council hopes to 
conduct. I firmly believe that with a collaborative approach and in partnership with all levels of the community, 
the government and the private sector, we can work towards revitalising and rejuvenating our heritage places 
with projects that we can be proud of now and in the future. 
 


